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News
Spring 2009

Serving the cities of

Burbank  
Calabasas  
Glendale 
Los Angeles 
San Fernando

New Name! 
New Logo! 
Excitement is happening at 
your Economic Alliance. We 
are changing our name! The 
Economic Alliance of the San 
Fernando Valley is launching a 
high profile campaign announc-
ing the change to “The Valley 
Economic Alliance”. We are 
also introducing our new logo, 
reflecting the five city region and 
geography that we serve. It’s a 
bright, catchy, and clean new 
look.

Over the next few months, you 
will see much more of our new 
name and logo. We also have a 
new website home page, new 
marketing materials, and new 
signage for the office building. 
This is a long term marketing 
plan to align us closer to our 
Strategic Partners, the cities we 
serve, and our business relation-

ships.  All of our events will also 
be included in the name change, 
making them more recognizable 
by using “The Valley” as the con-
densed name version.

The new home page on our web-
site, www.TheValley.net, will be 
much more user friendly making 
it easier to navigate within our 
family of websites. 

Changing our name will bring 
everything we do under one 
umbrella, creating better aware-
ness and recognition with 
businesses, community mem-
bers, the general public and our 
investors. —

Changing our 
name will bring 
everything we  
do under one 
umbrella . . .

Seizing 
Opportunities 
in 2009 
Mark your calendars! The Valley 
Economic Summit is coming in 
May and will feature a morning 
packed with the latest economic 
and real estate market trends 
facing the Valley today. 

This 4th annual summit is the 
only event of its kind held within 
the five city region and will pro-
vide valuable and applicable 
information beneficial to every-
one conducting business in 
the San Fernando Valley and 
beyond. 

This premier happening will be 
held on Wednesday, May 6th, 
from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm at 
the Sheraton Universal Hotel 
in Universal City. Co-presented 
by The Valley Economic Alliance 
and California State Univer-
sity, Northridge, the Economic 
Summit has been growing in its 
attendance and popularity every 
year and we expect another 
large audience to learn of com-
ing trends that can directly affect 
their bottom line.

The Valley Economic Alli-
ance and Cal State University 
Northridge are strategic allies 
that have a history and shared 
vision of stimulating the eco-
nomic base of the region and 
both institutions strongly believe 
that realizing a resolute and 

prosperous community is a 
shared responsibility and a  
common endeavor. 

The Economic Summit will 
showcase an inspiring lineup 
of speakers and knowledge-
able panelists highlighted by the 
Valley Economic & Real Estate 
Report by the University’s Col-
lege of Business & Economics 
and The Center for Real Estate. 

Early registration is encouraged 
and additional information can 
be found at our web site: www.
economicalliance.org, or by call-
ing (818) 379-7000. We are 
looking forward to seeing you 
there! —

The new identity is ready for its debut.

Save  
the Date 

The Valley of the Stars 
Gala Dinner &  
Awards Ceremony

Saturday  
June 27, 2009 
6 – 10 pm 

Academy of Television  
Arts & Sciences  
5220 Lankershim Blvd.  
North Hollywood, CA  
91601-3109

For tickets / sponsorships  
contact: 818.379.7000 or  
www.economicalliance.org



Strategic Partners

American Institute of Architects –  
San Fernando Valley 

Asian Business Association of the  
San Fernando, Simi, and Santa  
Clarita Valleys 

Small Manufacturers Association 	
of California

Southland Regional Association 
	 of Realtors
United Chambers of Commerce 
Valley Economic Development  

Center
Valley Industry and Commerce 
	 Association 
Valley International Trade  

Association 
Valley Leadership Institute
The Valley Visitors Bureau

Investors /  
Stakeholders

Airtel Plaza Hotel
Allied Waste
Anthony International
Armbruster & Goldsmith LLP
AT&T
Automobile Club of Southern  

California
Bank of America
Beverly Garland Hotel
Bob Hope Airport
Bobrick Washroom Equipment, Inc.
California State University, 	

Northridge
Cal Lutheran University
Caruso Affiliated
CBS2/KCAL
Citibank
City of Burbank
City of Calabasas
City of Glendale
City of San Fernando
CivicCenter Group
Clay Lacy Aviation
CMTC
Comerica
Daily News
Douglas Emmett
DWP
Galpin Motors, Inc.
Gas Company
Glendale Community College
Green Set, Inc. 
Hunter Communications
JetBlue
J.H. Synder
Kaiser Permanente
LAEDC
Las Lomas Land Co.
Latham & Watkins
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Los Angeles Times

Los  Angeles World Airports
Manpower
Medtronic Diabetes
MetroLink
Metro MTA
Miller, Kaplan, Arase & Co.
Mission College
Mission Community Hospital
Mission Valley Bank
NBC Universal
Northridge Hospital
Office Depot
Pierce College
Port of Los Angeles
Pratt Whitney Rocketdyne
Primestor
Project GRAD-LA
Providence Holy Cross Hospital
Providence St.Joseph’s Medical 

Center
Providence Tarzana Medical Center
Randy Witt Productions
Sherman Oaks Hospital
Southwest Airlines
Syncro
Thomas Properties
Time Warner Cable
Union Bank
Unite LA
United Way
US Bank
Valley College
Valley Presbyterian Hospital
Verizon 
Voit Company
Wachovia
Walt Disney Co.
WAMU/Chase
Wells Fargo Bank
Western Commercial Bank
Westfield Group
West Hills Hospital
Wet Design
Woodbury University

Additional Sponsors 
& Contributors

Berg Consulting
ColorWest
Cooper Beavers
Gelb Enterprises
HomeTown Buffet
ITT Technical Institute
ONEgeneration
Pepperdine University
Playa Capital
Rose Institute
San Fernando Sun
SFV Business Journal
SRAR
Thomas Soule, CPA
Unique Image
Valley Magazine
Western Bagel

The Mission of The Valley 
Economic Alliance is to  
grow and strengthen the 
economy of The Valley to 
improve the quality of life  
in our five-city region.

Monthly Meetings

Economic Development Initiative
Second Tuesday, 8 am (even months)
Economic Alliance Conference Room
Co-chairs:  Dr. Daniel Blake, Bob Rodine & David Rosso

Workforce Investment Initiative
First Wednesday, 7:30 am (quarterly)
Economic Alliance Conference Room
Co-Chairs:  Harvey Berg, Lili Galoussian, Carl Raggio III

Marketing Initiative
Second Wednesday, 2 pm 
Economic Alliance BFG Boardroom
Co-Chairs: Martha Diaz-Aszkenazy, Richard Katz & Randy Witt

Livable Communities Initiative
Third Tuesday, 8 am
Economic Alliance BFG Boardroom
Co-Chairs: Peter McCarty & Bob Scott

The Valley Economic Alliance Officers

David Fleming  Chairman
Bill Allen  Vice Chair
Bert Boeckmann  Vice Chair
Richard Katz  Vice Chair
Tracy Rafter  Vice Chair
Martha Diaz-Aszkenazy  Secretary
Sandy Paris  Treasurer
Thomas Soulé  Chief Financial Officer
Bruce Ackerman  President  & CEO

T  818 379 7000
F  818 379 7077

www.TheValley.net5121 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 200
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403-1497

Published by

The Valley Economic Alliance News Contributors 

Cheryl Shramm, Editor; Wafa Kanan & Elan Shore, Writers;  
Kenn Phillips and Harvey Branman, Photography; DISTINC, Design; 
Unique Image, Inc., Printing.
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Green Shopping Center 
Construction Now Underway
Groundbreaking for the new 
160,000-square-foot Costco 
store was celebrated on Thurs-
day, January 8, 2009 at Plaza 
Pacoima. This is part of Plaza 
Pacoima’s new “green” shopping 
center to be built on the former 
Price Pfister manufacturing site. 

The project 
will create 438 
construction and 
354 permanent 
living wage jobs
The project will create 438 con-
struction and 354 permanent 
living wage jobs and bring a 
major green development to the 
heart of the San Fernando Val-
ley and is slated to open in 2010. 
The 17.5 acre site is bordered by 
Paxton & Louvre Streets, Bradley 
Avenue and the railroad right of 
way along San Fernando Road.

In attendance and speaking at 
the ceremony were LA Mayor, 
Antonio Villaraigosa, LA City 
Councilmember Richard Alar-
con, and Costco CEO Jim Sinegal. 
They were joined by Arturo 
Sneider of Primestor Develop-
ment Inc., and Economic Alliance 
President, Bruce Ackerman, 
Member Board of Commissioners 
of the LA Community Redevelop-
ment Agency, Mayor Villaraigosa 
was quoted as saying, “This is 
a considerable accomplishment 
and this center will be an asset 
to our Valley. It represents the 
fruit of enormous dedication 
and selfless hard work from the 
community. When completed, 
the $78 million dollar retail cen-
ter will include, in addition to 
Costco, a Best Buy, a nearby 
Lowe’s, and 4,000 square feet 
of retail, restaurant and office 
space.” —

Left to right: Getting dirty at the new Plaza Pacoima site, State Senator Alex Padilla, CRA/
LA CEO Cecilia Estolano, Primestor Development Partner Arturo Sneider, Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Richard Alarcon, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Economic Alliance 
President and CEO Bruce Ackerman, Los Angeles Regional Water Control Board Chair 
Fran Diamond, CRA/LA Board of Commissioners Member Alejandro Ortiz, Costco CEO and 
Co-Founder Jim Sinegal, and Primestor Development Partner Leandro Tyberg.

First Business 
Expo a Success
Nearly one thousand attendees represent-
ing various Valley businesses attended the 
inaugural of The Valley Business Expo held 
at Pickwick Garden Center in Burbank on 
Thursday, February 5, 2009. The event drew 
people from all market segments of Valley 
businesses including manufacturing, res-
taurants, contractors, healthcare providers, 
financial service professionals, and govern-
ment agencies. The exhibitors were just as 
diverse and engaging, with representation 
from large corporations to small business 
people and various state and local govern-
ment agencies.

The Valley Business Expo created an ener-
getic atmosphere in which businesses 
interacted with one and other to develop 
new relationships in order to share ideas and 
seek out new partnerships to help their com-
panies prosper. The Green Pavilion was a 
central highlight and attracted attention from 
all who attended. Businesses seeking finan-
cial support and services had a multitude 
of questions and concerns answered in the 
Loan Pavilion.

Numerous workshops with audiences eager 
to learn new ways to grow their businesses 
in the current and difficult state of the econ-
omy. They were not disappointed and left the 
event encouraged about the future. 

Due to the overwhelming response and pos-
itive feedback received, The Valley Business 
Expo is scheduled to become an annual event 
that businesses will anticipate and look 
forward to participating in! —

Exchanging ideas and creating new relationships at the Valley Business Expo.
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Doing 
Business  
in the  
Middle East
The Valley Economic Alliance is 
leading the way to solving the 
obstacles and mystery of doing 
business in one of the thriv-
ing economic forces left on 
the business road map. Board 
Member Wafa Kanan is the pres-
ident of marketing boutique 
agency Unique Image, Inc. in 
Northridge and the Middle  
Eastern Cultural Liaison for  
the Alliance.
 
Kanan led the VITA breakfast 
seminar on a tour of key com-
ponents necessary to seek, 
initiate, enhance and capture 
opportunities throughout the 
Middle East, with a specific 
focus on the United Arab Emir-
ates, addressing the immense 
opportunities and the dos and 
taboos. In the process, she 
reflected on the Common Vision 
in Raising Economic Growth 
shared by the new U.S. adminis-
tration and many governments 
in the Middle East.

“You could literally spend an 
entire fiscal cycle trying to get 
attention. It’s just the way it 

works in the United Arab Emir-
ates,” she said. “Lots of brick 
walls and barriers. Sometimes 
your ideas can hardly be pro-
tected if you are not talking to 
the right people. This is why the 
collaboration of Unique Image 
and the Economic Alliance is 
key to bringing you business, to 
and from, Dubai. We’ve already 
broken down those walls…so 
you don’t have to.” —

How Will  
the Economic 
Stimulus 
Bill and the 
California 
Budget Affect 
Business? 
The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act and the Cali-
fornia budget have far-reaching 
effects for the economy, but 
how do they directly affect 
businesses that aren’t in the 
renewable energy or construc-
tion fields? Here are highlights 
from the Recovery Act, followed 
by highlights from the Califor-
nia budget. 

•	 $255 million in loans to pay 
debt service on qualified busi-
ness loans: The SBA will loan 
up to $35,000 to viable small 
businesses to make payments 
on existing, qualifying loans 
for up to six months. Repay-
ment begins 12 months after 
the loan is fully disbursed. 

•	 Increase in SBA 7(a) loan 
guarantee up to 90% of the 
loan and reduction or elimina-
tion of SBA loan fees. 

•	 $30 million additional loan 
funds available through SBA-
approved microlenders. 

Microlenders can loan up 
to $35,000 for start-up and 
small businesses. 

•	 Immediate tax write-off of 
equipment purchases up 
to $250,000 (Section 179 
depreciation write-off). 

•	 Tax credits for hiring 
unemployed veterans and dis-
affected youth. These workers 
were added to the federal 
Work Opportunity Tax Credit 
program. 

•	 Ability for companies that 
produce intangible property 
to finance their facility using 
industrial development bonds. 
An example is a business that 
develops new processes or 
technology. 

•	 Ability for employees of 
service businesses and 
farms that are experienc-
ing downsizing because of 
international competition 
to participate in the federal 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
program. 

•	 Creation of Recovery Zones 
where businesses are eligible 
for tax credits. This is similar 
to an enterprise zone, but it is 
based on areas with declining 
employment. 

•	 5 year operating loss carry-
back for 2008 business losses 
for federal taxes. If you had 
a business loss in 2008, but 
paid taxes in prior years, you 
can get a refund. 

•	 Withholding changes: There 
will be a new federal with-
holding schedule that gives 
employees more take-home 
pay and the 3% withholding 
from government contractors 
has been delayed until 2011.

•	 Increase in the SBA surety 
program for job completion 
to help small businesses com-
pete for public works projects. 

California’s budget adds a few 
other benefits: 

•	 If your business has fewer than 
20 employees, you can receive 
a $3,000 state tax credit for 
each new full-time worker 
hired. 

•	 Multiple-state businesses will 
be able to hire more workers 
and invest more in California 
without triggering an increase 
in taxes. 

But the bad news for California 
businesses includes: 

•	 1% sales tax increase effective 
April 1, 2009. 

•	 0.25% increase in California’s 
personal income tax rates. 

Businesses can find resources for 
surviving this economic downturn 
on The Valley Economic Alliance 
Business Assistance website at 
www.TheValley.net. —

Ms. Wafa Kanan, President of 
Unique Image, Inc.

11th 
Annual 
Method 
Fest Film 
Festival 
March 26– 
April 2, 2009 
 
The Method Fest is a 
festival of discovery, 
showcasing breakout 
acting performances in 
character and story-driven 
films. It is the only major 
film festival in the U.S. 
that pays homage to the 
actors. For a calendar of 
festival events, activities, 
and additional informa-
tion, please visit:  
www.methodfest.com.
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Train Collision Victims  
Receive Support

The Valley Business Team 
LA’s “Valley Business Team” is a 
collaborative effort on the part 
of the City of LA, The Valley Eco-
nomic Alliance, and several of 
our strategic partners to promote 
business friendliness and coor-
dinate the efforts to attract and 
retain businesses to the Valley 
portion of the City of LA.

In 2008, the Valley Business 
Team was able to celebrate many 
successes in this effort. Of par-
ticular note was the attraction of 
Intuit, makers of QuickBooks and 
TurboTax, to the Warner Center 
in Woodland Hills. The Mayor’s 
Business Team led the effort, 
with assistance from many part-
ners. Another key project was the 
attraction of Drapes 4 Show to 
Sylmar. A much smaller company 
from Calabasas was convinced 
to stay in the Valley rather than 
move to Las Vegas. And finally, 

LA Councilman Greig Smith’s 
office was instrumental in facil-
itating the expansion of New 
Hampshire Ball Bearings’ opera-
tions in Chatsworth. 

On the retail front, although it 
was a tough year both nationally 
and locally, the grand opening of 
Living Spaces in Van Nuys rep-
resented a definite high point. 
And looking forward, 2008 saw 
the groundbreaking on the Plaza 
Pacoima project that will bring a 
Costco and Best Buy to the Val-
ley region.

Finally, last year saw the launch 
of several initiatives that are 
expected to bear fruit in the 
future. Most notable was the 
release of the LA Economy and 
Jobs Committee’s 100 Recom-
mendations for Building a World 
Class City. —

Mr. Albert Cox, a resident of Simi 
Valley, was a recipient of the 
Trains Collision Assistance Fund. 
The Fund was established to pro-
vide a vehicle for businesses, 
community members, and the 
general public to offer finan-
cial support to those whose lives 
were severely impacted by the 
September 12, 2008 train colli-
sion in Chatsworth, California.

He and his family were over-
whelmed when presented with 
the check, saying “It couldn’t 
have come at a better time, 
right before the holidays, and 
right before their next mortgage 
payment was due.” The Cox 
family conveyed sincere grati-
tude to all who contributed to 
the fund. —

Tidbits
Congratulations to Kerry Carmody, chief 
executive of Providence Holy Cross Medical 
Center, who has been named regional chief 
operations officer for Providence Health & 
Services in California. Carmody has been with 
Providence Holy Cross for the past 11 years 
and is widely credited for bringing national 
recognition to the Mission Hills Hospital. 

Congratulations to Laura Salvador, a recent 
graduate from Los Angeles Valley College 
has found he desired career at Anthony 
International Inc., through their College 
Internship Program. Anthony International 
Inc. is the second largest employer in the San 
Fernando Valley.

California Lutheran University (CLU) 
announced that Karen Davis has been 
named as the vice president of Adminis-
tration and Finance. Ms. Davis will oversee 
CLU’s senior financial management and sev-
eral other departments, including human 
resources, facilities and security.

Congratulations to Providence Holy Cross 
Medical Center! The nation’s leading health-
care ratings company, HealthGrades, 
announced Providence Holly Cross again 
received the Distinguished Hospital for Clin-
ical Excellence Award. The Mission Hills 
hospital was among the top 5 percent of hos-
pitals in the nation for overall clinical quality 
for the fourth consecutive year. 

In October, Los Angeles Valley College, 
opened the much anticipated Allied Health 
and Science Center. The new building will 
house the Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
Earth Sciences, Anthropology, and Health 
Sciences departments.

Dr. Jolene Koester, President of California 
State University Northridge accepted the 
Chairmanship of the Board of Directors of the 
American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities (AASCU).

Congratulations to David S. Honda, 2009 
recipient of the C.K. Tseng Leadership 
Award. The award was given during the 
North Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce 
installation luncheon on February 26, 2009. 
This prestigious award is given annually for 
outstanding community service in the North 
San Fernando Valley.
 

Economic Alliance President Bruce Ackerman, presents check to the train collision victim.
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ITT Educational Services, Inc. is a leading 
private college system focused on technol-
ogy-oriented programs of study. It operates 
over 100 ITT Technical Institutes in more 
than 30 states which predominantly pro-
vide career-focused, degree programs to 
approximately 61,000 students. Headquar-
tered in Carmel, Indiana, it has been actively 
involved in the higher education community 
in the United States since 1969.

The six schools at the ITT Technical Insti-
tutes [School of Information Technology, 
School of Drafting and Design, School of 
Electronics Technology, School of Busi-
ness, School of Criminal Justice, and School 
of Health Sciences] teach skills and knowl-
edge that can be used to begin careers in our 
global technology-driven culture.*

Most ITT Technical Institute programs of 
study blend traditional academic content 
with applied learning concepts, with a signif-
icant portion devoted to practical study in a 
lab environment. Advisory committees, com-
prised of representatives of local businesses 
and employers, help each ITT Technical 
Institute periodically assess and update cur-
ricula, equipment and laboratory design.

Students attend classes year-round with 
convenient breaks provided throughout the 
year. Classes are typically available in the 
morning, afternoon and evening, depending 
on student enrollment. This class schedule 
offers students flexibility to pursue part-time 
employment opportunities.

For more information on ITT Educational 
Services, please visit www.itt-tech.edu.

* Not all ITT Technical Institutes have all six schools.

Founded in 1959, Cal Lutheran is part of a 
500-year-old tradition of Lutheran higher 
education. Encouraging critical inquiry into 
matters of both faith and reason, CLU is 
dedicated to academic excellence and to 
preparing leaders for a global society. The 
intimate size and beautiful location in Thou-
sand Oaks create the perfect setting for 
lively debate and a learning environment 
that values the individual.

CLU offers undergraduate, graduate and 
continuing education programs through its 
College of Arts and Sciences, School of Busi-
ness and School of Education. Serving nearly 
2,200 undergraduates and 1,300 gradu-
ate students, the selective liberal arts and 
science institution offers 37 majors and 31 
minors along with professional preparation 
programs in specified fields of study. Mem-
bers of CLU’s student body come from across 
the nation and around the world and repre-
sent a diversity of faiths and cultures.

Master’s degree programs are offered in 
education, psychology, computer science, 
information systems and technology, busi-
ness administration, and public policy and 
administration. Doctoral programs in edu-
cational leadership and higher education 
leadership are offered through the School 
of Education. Off-campus graduate centers 
are conveniently located in Woodland Hills 
and Oxnard. 

Strengthening partnerships with the busi-
ness community to develop a better-educated 
workforce and to provide current data to 
assist with economic decision-making is an 
ongoing objective of the School of Business. 
The School of Education continues to partner 
with area schools and businesses to enhance 
teacher preparation and pupil education.

To learn more about Cal Lutheran, please 
visit www.callutheran.edu. Call the Univer-
sity Relations Office at (805) 493-3151 for 
information about academic, cultural, com-
munity programs as well as partnership 
opportunities.  

U.S. 
Department 
of Labor 
Impressed by 
Job Training 
Program
The U.S. Department of Labor 
Audit Group was thoroughly 
impressed with the refurbished 
Economic Alliance “Manufactur-
ing Technologies Laboratory” 
(MTL) and the Job Training Team 
at L.A. Valley College.  

Christine Chudd Chief, Depart-
ment of Labor, Division of 
Demonstration Grants, Office of 
Special Initiatives and Demon-
strations said, “Not only do we 
have the support of your part-
ners, but it is evident that you 
have outstanding support from 
Valley College administration 
and the Job Training Team.  It 
is perhaps the best partnership 
we have ever audited, and you 
should be proud of what you 
have developed”.

It is perhaps the 
best partnership we 
have ever audited, 
and you should be 
proud of what you 
have developed
On going efforts of L.A. Valley 
College, the Economic Alliance 
and other partners were behind 
the implementation and success 
of the MTL training program.   
The MTL features $200,000 
in updated tools to show-
case modern careers in today’s 
manufacturing industry. —

Proudly Welcoming New Investors
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The Valley 
Economic Alliance 
2009 Board  
of Directors
Bruce Ackerman The Valley Economic Alliance
Wayne Adelstein Decisions Publications
Jay Aldrich Consultant
William Allen LAEDC
Clay Andrews Warner Center Marriott
Kenneth Ashford MWD Southern California
Jaclyn Baumgarten Westfield Group
Harvey Berg Consultant
Kenneth Bernstein City of Los Angeles 
Selena Birk Van Nuys Airport
Daniel Blake  
California State University, Northridge

Bert Boeckmann Galpin Motors, Inc.
Jane Boeckmann Valley Magazine
Ray Boyadjian Comerica
Zedar Broadous  
S.F.V. Black Chamber of Commerce

Lori Brogin Attorney
Darrell Brown US Bank
Jean Brown LAUSD
John Bwarie City of Los Angeles
Christine Campbell WAMU-Chase
Pam Campeau Pratt Whitney Rocketdyne
Sue Carleo LA Valley College
Kerry Carmody Providence Holy Cross Hospital
LeRoy Chase Boys & Girls Club,  
San Fernando Valley

Barry Cohn RGEB Insurance Agency, Inc.
Martin M. Cooper Cooper Communications, Inc.
James Cordaro All Phase Electrical
Pamela Corradi Pamcoco Financial Services
Gerald Curry Law Offices of Gerald E. Curry
Winnie Davis Coldwell Banker Quality Properties
Maribel De La Torre City of San Fernando
Martha Diaz-Aszkenazy  
Aszkenazy Development , Inc.

James Dunn Airtel Plaza Hotel
Sue Esplin Office Depot
Jim Ezell SRAR
Jeff Falgien Keyboard Concepts
Michael Flad City of Burbank
David Fleming Latham & Watkins
Lee Fossey Manpower
Don Franken The Method Fest
Fred Gaines Gaines & Stacey LLP
Lili Galoussian EDD
Robert Garber Pierce College
Eric Geismar Medtronic Diabetes
Sue Georgino City of Burbank
Victor Gill Burbank Airport

Beverly Gilmore West Hills Hospital
David Goldberg Latham & Watkins
Laurence Goldman Freid and Goldsman
Sandy Goldman Consultant
David Golonski City of Burbank
Joseph Gray Senior Lifestyle Management
Albert Greene Valley Presbyterian Hospital
Ken Gregorio New Economics for Women
Tamara Gurney Mission Valley Bank
Leland Harris Superior Court Judge
Janet Hartley Union Bank of California
Marianne Haver-Hill M.E.N.D.
Robert Hertzberg Mayer, Brown LLP
Katie Himes Time Warner Cable
Stephen Holzer  
Lewitt, Hackman, Shapiro, Marshall & Harlan

David Honda D. S. Honda Construction
Ross Hopkins Ross Hopkins & Assoc.
Janel Huff Southern California Edison
Matt Hunter Hunter Communications
David Huntoon The Rose Institute
David Iwata LDTwo Group Marketing
Dr. William Jennings  
California State University, Northridge

Wafa Kanan Unique Image
Mannon Kaplan Miller, Kaplan, Arase & Co., LLP
Jason Katz The Tool Shed
Richard Katz Richard Katz Consulting
Coby King MWW Group
Stephanie Klasky-Gamer L.A. Family Housing
Jolene Koester  
California State University, Northridge

Larry Kosmont The Kosmont Companies
Marcia Lansdon Wamu/Chase
Steve Lantz MetroLink
Philip Lanzafame City of Glendale
Audre Levy Glendale Community College
J. Richard Leyner  
NAI Capital Commercial Real Estate

Gregory N. Lippe 			 
Lippe, Hellie, Hoffer & Allison LLP 

Vince J. Liuzzi Wells Fargo & Co.
Dale Ma AAA Fast Foods
Steve MacDonald 				  
Strategic Development Solutions

Joan Maltese Child Development Institute
Scott McGookin City of Burbank
Jacquelyn McMillan MWD Southern California
Joe Mosca The Gas Company
Russell Myers REM Architects
Ken Nielsen Woodbury University
Steven Nissen NBC Universal
Ann O’Connor Consultant
Thomas Oliver Consultant
Bud Ovrom City of Los Angeles
Sanford Paris Paris Industrial Parks
Bockhi Park Sherman Oaks Hospital
Susanne Passantino Allied Waste
Robert Pearlman BDO Seidman, LLP
Lisa Pitney The Walt Disney Company

Gloria Pollack The Gelb Group
Gregory Posner Kaiser Permanente
William Powers  
Law Offices of William F. Powers, Jr.

Walter Prince Executive Suite Services 
Mike Quiroga Mike’s Roofing Service 
Tracy Rafter BizFed
Carl Raggio, III Western Commercial Bank
David Rand Armbruster & Goldsmith LLP
David Rattray UNITE-LA
Lynda Reichbach 31st District PTSA 
Lynn Rinker  
Coldwell Banker Quality Properties 

Robert Rodine The Polaris Group
Stephanie Rodriguez  
CBS2/KCAL Broadcast Center

Jeffrey Rosen Disney/ABC Media Networks
Brad Rosenheim Rosenheim & Associates
David Rosso Bank of America
Carol Rowen 				  
International Trade Education Programs

Robin Saban  
Hollywood International Film Festival

Debi Schultze United Chambers of Commerce
Robert Scott CivicCenter Group
Mark Segal Precision Dynamics Corp. 
Bert Seneca Beverly Garland’s Holiday Inn
Joel Simon  
Alperstein, Simon, Farkas, Gillin & Scott

Arturo Sneider Primestor
Barry Soltani Talisman Capital Group
Thomas Soule Thomas R. Soule, CPA
James Stewart Mister Parliamentarian
Jan Swinton Glendale Community College
Pauline Tallent Tallent & Associates
Gary Thomas Victory Web & Graphics
Joni Topper Wachovia/Wells Fargo 
Susan Trigueros The Gas Company
Kerry Turner City National Bank
Judith Valles Mission College
William Van Laningham Daily News
Ray Vega Casa Vega Restaurant
Peter Villegas WAMU/Chase 
Bill Violante Violante & Associates 
Stuart Waldman VICA
Brad Ward S.M.A.C.
Dennis Washburn City of Calabasas
Dave Weaver City of Glendale
Katherine Whitman 			 
Pomegranate International

Mel Wilson Re/MAX
Randy Witt Randy Witt Productions
Jonathon Wolfson City of Calabasas
Ken Worthen LAVC Foundation
Jessica Yasukochi VICA
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Better communities.
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Seizing opportunities 
in this economic downturn!

no
credit

bad
loans

The Valley
Economic Summit
Wednesday, May 6, 2009, 7:30 am–1:30 pm
Sheraton Universal Hotel, Universal City, CA
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